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Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of claims 20-22 in the reply filed on 1 1/10/05 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that claims 20-22 share a common 
genus with group 1 . This is not found persuasive because as indicated in the restriction 
requirement mailed out on 10/6/05, the inventions are distinct inventions. Applicant's 
attention is directed to the Restriction requirement. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 6, 8, 11, 14-15, 18, 23-25, 27-28, 33, 39-41, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lane et al. 

Lane et al discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows all the 
limitations recited in claims 1, 15, 18, including the feature of the storage medium for 
storing compressed video information in a proprietary format (See Lane et al's Figure 
10a, component 340), the feature of the media decoder for transforming and decoding 
the proprietary compressed video data into decompressed audio and video portions 
(See Lane et al's Figure 11, where it is shown that compressed video/audio data are 
being reproduced and decompressed into video/audio information), the feature of the 
user input for instructing to retrieve from the storage medium and decompress a 
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selected item of compressed video information into the respective decompressed audio 
and video portions (See the user input shown in Lane et al's Figure 11, and the 
corresponding disclosure, and the capability of retrieving and decoding the reproduced 
audio/video data from the storage medium as shown in Lane et al's Figure 11), and the 
feature of the video display for displaying the decompressed video portion and the 
speaker for reproducing the decompressed audio portion as specified in the present 
claims 1, 15, 18. (See Lane et al's Figure 11, component 412, and column 54, lines 38- 
45). 

With regard to claim 6, the feature of decoder transforms and decompresses the 
compressed video data from the storage medium to provide the decompressed audio 
and video portions as specified thereof is present in Lane et al. (See the capability of 
outputting decompressed audio and video portions as shown in Lane et al's Figure 11, 
components 410, and 412). 

With regard to claim 8, the feature of the compressed video information being in 
at least one format selected MPEG1, MPEG2, MPEG4, MPEG7 and AVI as specified 
thereof is present in Lane et al. (See Lane et al's Figures 5 and 7). 

With regard to claim 11, it is noted that all the features recited thereof are present 
in Lane et al, including the feature of receiving compressed digital audio/visual data files 
having header and video content (See Lane et al's Figure 10a, components 206, and 
342), the feature of the processor removing headers and provides video content for 
copying in the memory (See Lane et al's Figure 10a, components 308, and 340, and 
column 50, lines 1-12), and the feature of reading/writing into a memory unit the 
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compressed digital audio/visual files as specified in the present claim 1 1 . (See Lane et 
al's Figure 10a, component 340). 

With regard to claim 14, it is noted that all the features recited thereof are present 
in the cited reference of Lane et al, including the feature of the recorder for storing the 
proprietary compressed video data (See Lane et al's Figure 10a, component 340), the 
feature of the player for retrieving the compressed data file and the processor retrieving 
the stored compressed data file responsive to a command from the user and 
decompress the compressed data file to decompressed video and audio data 
respectively coupled to the video display and the audio output as specified in the 
present claim 14. (See Lane et al's Figure 11, component 412, and column 54, lines 38- 
45). 

With regard to claims 23, 28, 40, the feature of the decoder transforms and 
decompresses the compressed video information on the fly as specified thereof is 
present in Lane et al. (See Lane et al's Figure 11). 

With regard to claim 24, the feature of receiving the compressed video 
information from at least one of a Personal Video Recorder (PVR), a personal 
computer, over a local-area-network, over a wide-area-network, and a wireless source 
as specified thereof is present in Lane et al. (See Lane et al's Figure 10a, component 
302). 

With regard to claim 25, and 27, the feature of the decoder for transforming and 
decompressing the proprietary compressed video information to decompressed audio 
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and video portions as specified thereof is present in Lane et al. (See Lane et al's Figure 
11). 

With regard to claims 33, 35, 39, 41 , and 45, the feature of the audio-visual data 
files being transferred via wireless means as specified thereof is present in the cited 
reference of Lane et al. (See Lane et al's Figure 10a, component 302). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lane et al 
in view of Official Notice. 

Lane et al discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows 
substantially the same limitations recited in claim 2, including the feature of the user 
input device and display recited in the present claim 2. (See the user input shown in 
Lane et al's Figure 11, and the corresponding disclosure). 

Lane et al fails to specifically disclose the feature of the user input device and 
display being integrated into a touch-screen display as specified in the present claim 2. 

Examiner takes Official Notice in that it is notoriously well known in the video 
display art to have a user input being integrated into a touch-screen display as specified 
in the present claim 2. 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the Lane et al's 
apparatus wherein the user input device provided thereof would be incorporated into a 
touch-screen display in the same conventional manner as it is well known in the prior 
art. Examiner has taken Official Notice. The motivation is to make it easier for the user 
to enter instructions into the apparatus thereby increase the efficiency of the apparatus 
as suggested in the prior art. 

5. Claims 7, 16-17, 19, 34, 43, and 46, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Lane et al in view of Official Notice. 

Lane et al discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows 
substantially the same limitations recited in claims 7, 16-17, and 19, including the 
feature of the capability of storing compressed video data on a storage medium as 
specified in the present claims 7, 16-17, and 19. (See Lane et al's Figure 10a, 
component 340). 

Lane et al fails to specifically disclose the feature of the storage medium having a 
capacity to store at least 20 Gigabytes of compressed video information as specified in 
claim 7, and further, the feature of the storage medium as being rewritable as specified 
in claims 16-17, and 19, and further, the feature of the memory being at least one a 
hard disk drive, an optical disk drive, semiconductor memory and a magnetic disk drive 
as specified in claim 34. 

Examiner takes Official Notice in that it is notoriously well known in the video 
recording/reproducing art to have a disk storage medium of a capacity of at least 20 
Gigabytes for the purpose of storing compressed video information as specified in the 
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present claim 7, and further, the feature of the storage medium as being rewritable as 
specified in claims 16-17, 19, and claim 34. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the Lane et al's 
apparatus wherein the recording means provided thereof would incorporate the 
capability of having a disk storage medium arranged in a manner to store at least 20 
Gigabytes of compressed video information thereof, and moreover, the capability of 
having the storage medium as being a rewritable storage medium in the same 
conventional manner as is well known in the prior art. Examiner has taken Official 
Notice. The motivation is to increase the recording density of the recording medium as 
suggested in the prior art. 

With regard to claims 43, and 46-47, the feature of compressed data being 
received via wireless means as specified thereof is present in the cited reference of 
Lane et al. (See Lane et al's Figure 10a, component 302). 

6. Claims 9-10, 12-13, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lane et al in view of Official Notice. 

Lane et al discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows 
substantially the same limitations recited in claims 9-10, 12-13, including the feature of 
the storage medium, the decoder, the user input and the display as specified in the 
present claims 9-10, 12-13. (See Lane et al's Figure 10a, component 340, and Figure 
11). 



Application/Control Number: 09/847,633 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2621 

Lane et al fails specifically disclose the feature of the unitary case having a first 
panel and the second panel for containing the storage medium, the decoder, the user 
input and the display as specified in the present claims 9-10, and 12-13. 

Examiner takes Official Notice in that it is notoriously well known in the video 
recording/reproducing art to have a unitary case having a first panel and a second panel 
for containing a storage medium, the decoder, the user input and the display as 
specified in the present claims 9-10and 12-13. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the Lane et al's 
apparatus wherein the recording/reproducing means provided thereof including the 
display means would all be included in a unitary case so as to include the storage 
medium, the decoder, the user input and the display into said unitary case in the same 
conventional manner as is well known in the prior art. Examiner has taken Official 
Notice. The motivation is to make the apparatus compact, thereby, making it easier for 
the user to carry it around as suggested in the prior art. 
7. Claims 26, 32, and 42, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lane et al in view of Official Notice. 

Lane et al discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows 
substantially the same limitations recited in claims 26, 32, and 42, including the feature 
of receiving and recording compressed video data on a storage medium (See Lane et 
al's Figure 10a). 
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Lane et al fails to specifically disclose the feature of the compressed video data 
being received from a Personal Video Recorder as specified in the present claims 26, 
32, and 42. 

Examiner takes Official Notice in that it is notoriously well known in the video 
recording/reproducing art to receive video data from a Personal Video Recorder and 
storing said received video data on a storage medium as specified in the present claims 
26, 32, and 42. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the video 
recording/reproducing apparatus of Lane et al wherein the receiving means provided 
thereof (See Lane et al's Figure 10a, component 302) would be able to receive the 
compressed video data from a Personal Video Recorder and the capability of recording 
the received compressed video on the storage medium in the same conventional 
manner as is well known in the art. Examiner has taken Official Notice. The motivation 
is to be able to receiving and record video data from a PVR at any desired time as 
suggested in the prior art. 

8. Claims 29-31 , and 36-38, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lane et al and Official Notice as applied to claim 9 above, and further 
in view of Okamoto et al. 

The proposed combination of Okamoto et al and Official Notice provided above 
discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows substantially the same 
limitations in claims 29-31 , and 36-38, including the feature of the unitary case 
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containing the storage medium, the decoder and the display as specified in the present 
claims 29-31 , and 36-38. (See the above rejection of claim 9). 

The proposed combination of Lane et al and Official Notice indicated above fails 
to specifically disclose the feature of receiving and outputting the video data from both 
digital input/output port and analog audio-visual input/output port for receiving an analog 
audio-visual signal and the encoder coupled to the analog audio-visual input/output port 
for producing and outputting the compressed video information as specified in the 
present claims 29-31 , and 36-38. 

Okamoto et al discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows the 
feature of receiving and outputting the video data from both digital input/output port and 
analog audio-visual input/output port for receiving an analog audio-visual signal and the 
encoder coupled to the analog audio-visual input/output port for producing and 
outputting the compressed video information as specified in the present claims 29-31, 
and 36-38. (See Okamoto et al's Figure 1). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the Lane et al's 
apparatus wherein the receiving means provided thereof (See Lane et al's Figure 10a, 
component 302, 304, and 206) would incorporate the capability of receiving and 
outputting the video data from both digital input/output port and analog audio-visual 
input/output port for receiving an analog audio-visual signal and the encoder coupled to 
the analog audio-visual input/output port for producing and outputting the compressed 
video information in the same conventional manner as is shown by Okamoto et al. The 
motivation is to be able to receiving and outputting the video data from digital 
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input/output port and analog audio-visual input/output at any desired time, thereby, 
increase the efficiency of the apparatus as suggested in the prior art. 
9. Claim 44 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lane et 
al and Official Notice as applied to claim 17 above, and further in view of Official Notice. 

The proposed combination of Lane et al and Official Notice indicated above 
discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows substantially the same 
limitations recited in claim 44, including the feature of receiving and recording 
compressed video data on a storage medium (See Lane et al's Figure 10a). 

The proposed combination of Lane et al and Official Notice indicated above fails 
to specifically disclose the feature of the compressed video data being received from a 
Personal Video Recorder as specified in the present claim 44. 

Examiner takes Official Notice in that it is notoriously well known in the video 
recording/reproducing art to receive video data from a Personal Video Recorder and 
storing said received video data on a storage medium as specified in the present claim 
44. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the proposed 
combination's video recording/reproducing apparatus wherein the receiving means 
provided thereof (See Lane et al's Figure 10a, component 302) would be able to receive 
the compressed video data from a Personal Video Recorder and the capability of 
recording the received compressed video on the storage medium in the same 
conventional manner as is well known in the art. Examiner has taken Official Notice. 
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The motivation is to be able to receiving and record video data from a PVR at any 
desired time as suggested in the prior art. 

10. Claims 3-5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bob Chevalier whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7374. The examiner can normally be reached on MM-F (9:00-6:30), second Monday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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B. Chevalier 
July 24, 2006. 



H03ERT CHEVALIER 



